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Discovering the social, they constructed ‘society’ as a
distinctive object of scientific investigation.
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Seeing their project as the scientifically guided reform
of human institutions, the Enlightenment theorists saw
the needfor a specifically social science to inform
these reforms.
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This social theory arose first in Britain and then,
because of the close intellectual contacts among the
Enlightenment thinkers, in France and Germany.
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Britain: Individualism and Romanticism in Social
Theory
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Thomas Hobbes (V¢61) and John Locke (V#4-) were

the first to set out comprehensive social theories of
politics.
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Immersed in debates over civil war, regicide,and
revolution, their political views sought to balance
state sovereignty and individual liberty. Both began
from individual actions and traced their social
consequences.
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This prepared the way for the far more extensive
writings of a group of scholars in Scotland, for whom
David Hume became the leading spokesman.
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Hume’s own social theory was developed in
fragmentary form through works ongeneral



philosophy (Vvya—f.), politics and morality (\VvoV),

and English history (\vof—#Y).
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He based his theory on a psychology of the individual
actor and, like Locke, held that humans have certain
innate characteristics that condition and propel their
acts. But this was not all.
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These acts are shaped and informed by ideas that,
unlike desires, appetites, and drives, are not innate.
Ideas come to us from outside, from other people who
communicate them to us linguistically.
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Human nature, therefore, is not completely fixed by
human biology.
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It 1s shaped through learning and education and so
must be regarded as both open andflexible. The
motives that inform human actions are culturally
formed and vary considerably through history and
from one place to another.
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Hume recognised two principal motives that enter into
all human actions to varying degrees.
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These are the self-interested or egoistic motive and
the ’ sympathetic® oraltruistic one. Egoistic motives

are oriented towards the attainment and satisfaction of
individual interests and involve people in rational and
pragmatic calculations of individual opportunities and
advantages as they strategically pursue their interests.

55:500 g allgmraraio b «dilalgz0s5» 55,501 15l o le 055 g0
5 S A o dlalgPogr o Sl Al Koo L «aVaea?
1y 0 milo aS il Sljlae a4 1) 0131 5 Wl (60,8 a8l sls)
5 s 2l g amle 25,0 WS e Sl Suplul bl

dialed oo 0LBS B slaces B g Lo (2



Egoistic motives drive economic activity, establishing
common interests around shared opportunities.
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They also create social divisions around divergent and
antagonistic interests. Sympathy, on theother hand, is
nurtured in intimate family relationships and is the
means through which more extended feelings of
fellowship towards others can grow.
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Sympathy is the emotional basis on which more
concrete motives or passions such as ambition,
avarice, self-love, vanity, friendship, generosity, and
public service are formed.
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It allows the formation of sentiments of solidarity that
tiepeople into cohesive social groups and establish
customs and habits that regulate individual actions.



